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From Janet 
 

Hi Everyone, 

Second week back, students are learning and smiling, we have all coped with the introduction of 

daylight saving, the sun is on our backs (or in our eyes as we do the school photo this morning) and BEPS 

is a good place to be. 

 

I hope that things are going well for all of you as we head into the last term of school year. 

 

 

1. Immunisation: you may have noticed that the line on immunisation from the department is 

changing. Please make sure that we have your child’s current immunisation status certificate 

even if they are not fully immunised. 

http://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/bhcv2/bhcarticles.nsf/pages/Immunisation_status_certificates 

 

2. If you are going on holidays during term times: Please have make sure that you tell us about it 

first and make sure that you have emailed me. As I have said in the past these are usually great 

opportunities for you and your children but I have a responsibility to ensure that students attend 

school in line with department requirements. If your holidays clash with the 3-way conferences 

we will ensure that you get the Learning Journal asap but we may not be able to offer an 

alternative time for a conference. Additional conferences must be organised through me so that 

I can make sure that teacher workload is appropriate and does not become overwhelming. 

 

3. Dates to remember: Please check the calendar for other important dates (like camps) 

a. Student free day November 2 (day before Cup Day). Please put this date in your calendar. 

b. 3-way conferences: Wednesday 9 and Friday 11, November. Booking for 3-way conferences 

will be available from Monday23/11/15. 

c. Step into Prep Transition dates:  

i. Thursday 19 November, 2:30 – 3:30pm 

ii. Thursday 26 November, 2:30 – 3:30pm  

iii. Tuesday 8 December, 9:30 – 11am 

iv. Tuesday 8 December, 5:30 – 6:30pm 

d. Twilight Market - Friday 27 November 

 

 

Spettacolo, our Italian inspired Arts festival was a great night and a very big thank you to the students, 

teachers and staff who worked so hard to deliver this Arts event. Events like this show just what a fantastic 

community that we have at BEPS. Thank you everyone, especially the organisers and Curiosita team. 

I have heard through the grape vine that Eirini (456- SNC) won a gold medal in the Nationals Judo 

tournament that she attended in Adelaide during the holidays. Eirini this is a fantastic achievement that I 

am sure requires a lot of dedication and practice. Well done. 

One of the things I really enjoy and appreciate about being at BEPS is that when I go around the LCs, I 

get the opportunity to talk to students about their learning. Sometimes I am blown away with the insight 

and student’s ability to articulate what they are learning and why they are learning it; other times I am 

impressed with the depth, thought and commitment they have made to their learning; sometimes I need 

to redirect and encourage students to have a go or sit with them so that they can start to collect their 

ideas. So imagine how impressed I was when Saskia came up to me and asked if I would look at her 

poem. I didn’t look at it, I asked her to read it to me and I was thrilled with the obvious pride she showed 

in her learning. I wish that you could hear the intonation, enthusiasm and pride that I heard, but I will at 

least share the words with you. Thank you Saskia. 

What you need to know: 

What you might like to know: 

http://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/bhcv2/bhcarticles.nsf/pages/Immunisation_status_certificates


 

 

 

 

Wind by Saskia Ernst 

I love when the wind is free floating calmly over the sea 

it whispers once or twice but why does it leave? 

The wind can get strong and mean then I wish it would leave.  

When will it float again leaving breaths every now and then.   

 

During the last term and a bit a group of students and 2 parents have been learning with me to build a 

model solar powered boat. I learnt that it lunch time is just too short for us to get out our boxes, remember 

where we are up to and start. However, a number of students have stuck with the process and I am 

pleased to report that this resulted in 6 completed model solar powered boats. 

The students raced their boats on Sunday 11, November at ScienceWorks amid much excitement, 

happiness, anguish and frustration as the boats faulted, sank, went (slowly) or completed the course. The 

students, and their parents, were fantastic. They supported each other and they were good support to 

competitors from other schools. They watched their boats (observation) when they tested them before 

racing and then thought about what modification they could make to improve the performance of their 

boat. I was also impressed with the students’ ability to organise themselves on the day and turn up for 

their races. BEPS was the only PS that had students from 1,2,3 and these students were just as 

independent as some older students from other schools. 

The BEPS boats met with considerable success on 

the day. They were not the fastest overall but a 

couple of the boats came second or first in their 

heats. Their posters were shortlisted from a large 

number of posters and the teams won a couple of 

discretionary prizes. One of our boats was awarded 

‘Best Submarine’ because of its spectacular dive 

during the first race. The boat was modified 

successfully so that I completed all of the 

subsequent races as a boat. A couple of our grade 

1 students were awarded the prize of ‘Best 1st time 

team’. This was awarded because of their ability to 

organise themselves, talk to the scrutineers and 

articulate their thoughts. One team won best team 

uniform. The uniforms were student made and I 

think that you will admit they look pretty good. 

Finally one team won the prize of best engineered. 

This was awarded for their research into hull design, 

the thinking that went into how they could make their boat using the information they had, the 

competition restrictions and by using recycled materials. Their design was very different to other team’s 

designs. I was very pleased with student persistence, cooperation and resilience. I am really looking 

forward to what might be made next year. 

 

Have a great week enjoying the warmth and sunshine. 

Janet  

 

 

 



 

 

 

BEPS Community Events 
 

 
 

We have a terrific group of 40+ volunteers helping with organising 

and pre-planning for this year’s Twilight Market. What a great 

response from the BEPS community – thank you! We will need more 

helpers, especially on the night, so please keep 27 November free in 

your diaries. 

If you’d like a task you can do at home in flexible hours, it’s not too 

late to put up your hand – please get in touch with our Program 

Managers (pictured, left to right), Susi and Cate: 

bepstwilightmarket15@gmail.com 
 

Donations – can you help? 
The school needs your help to source all kinds of things to help reduce costs and make the Twilight 

Market a success. We welcome your donations of the following items. 
 

Lemons  
The lemon trees are full, so if you can put some citrus aside for our ever-

popular lemonade stall, please do! There’s a basket at the school office 

where you can leave whole lemons by Friday 16 October, please. 
 

Clean bottles and jars  
Sort through your recycling as we’re looking for white wine bottles, jam 

jars and passata jars for a huge batch of homemade preserves we’ll be 

selling. Please clean and remove labels and place jars and bottles in 

the labelled box in the kitchen next to the art room. 

 

Jars – 250g or 300g jars with lids 

Passata bottles with lids 

White wine bottles (clear glass only, not tinted) with lids 
 

Sugar, sugar 

 
We need white sugar for lemonade, jams and preserves. Please put 

packets of sugar in the same box as for the jars (see above). 
 

Books and toys – good quality 

 
We’d like GOOD QUALITY toys or books for our second-hand stall. Drop-

off will be from Monday 19 October – look for a clearly marked table in 

the Agora. If items are broken or incomplete we can’t accept them, 

sorry. No donations after Friday 20 November, please, to allow the team 

time for sorting and pricing. 

Friday 27 November 2015 

3.30 pm to 8 pm 
Email: bepstwilightmarket15@gmail.com for 

queries, or to help out 

mailto:bepstwilightmarket15@gmail.com
mailto:bepstwilightmarket15@gmail.com


 

 

 

Glass-making workshops 

 
Torre (Janet’s husband) will be kindly donating his time and materials to lead two workshops to 

make jewellery and Christmas ornaments to sell at the Twilight Market craft stall. 

Come and join us for a fun afternoon in the BEPS art room on either: 

Sunday 25 October, 11am to 3pm 

Sunday 8 November, 11am to 3pm 

If you can’t commit to the full four hours, that’s OK. Just RSVP and tell us roughly what times you 

can be there. Email: bepsmakers@gmail.com 

 

Raffle prize will have you flying 

 
Each year the raffle raises lots of money for BEPS and this year books of ten tickets will be sent 

home with every student. We need everyone’s help to sell these tickets by Friday 27 November 

– and with a range of cracking prizes, we’re hoping they’ll sell like hotcakes. 

There are four raffle prizes this year, with a first prize of two economy class return tickets to 

London flying Etihad Airways. Look out for raffle books coming home with students next week. 

  

Ticket to ride 

 
Great fun ride passes and Lego session tickets will be 

released next week! The ride pass entitles you to UNLIMITED 

access to all rides – Super Slide, Chair-O-Plane, Jumping 

Castle and the Funky Silent Disco. The Silent Disco will be 

bigger than ever this year with many more headsets 

available! The link to purchase online tickets via TryBooking 

will be in next week’s newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

Got a question about Twilight Market? Please get in touch.   

Email: bepstwilightmarket15@gmail.com 

mailto:bepsmakers@gmail.com
mailto:bepstwilightmarket15@gmail.com


 

 

 
 

 

 
Benvenuto ad Elisa! 

 

BEPS has been very lucky to obtain an Italian Assistant through the WEP program. 

Elisa will be with us for the term, working with Enza and Elizabeth in our Italian program.  She will work with 

the kids, sharing her knowledge and love of all things Italian - the culture as well as the language.  And 

she will help us ensure our grammar is spot on! 

 

Elisa comes from Treviso in Northern Italy, and spent several years in Verona.  Che fortunata!  She 

has  had experience is schools and is great with the kids.  Elisa is keen to improve her English, so please 

come up and say "Ciao!"  and have a chat.  She is staying with Wendy and Chris, of James and Edwin 

Balfour fame.   

Ciao! 

Elizabeth, Enza and Elisa.   

 



 

 

Community Ads 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

                                  LIBRARY HELPERS NEEDED 

Dear Parents/Guardians,  

If you have any spare time to cover some books, it would be very much 

appreciated. Preferably Thursday & Friday. 

 

Thank you 

Kerri Cicolani 

 

 

 

BRUNSWICK  SECONDARY COLLEGE 

TWILIGHT MARKET 

FRIDAY OCTOBER 16 

5.00PM TO 7.30PM 

COME AND ENJOY SOME 

*FOOD 

*DRINK 

*SHOPPING 

*CARBOOT SHOPPING 

*MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENT 

*SECOND HAND UNIFORM STALL 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


